The chapter demonstrates that the present situation concerning the availability of water resources in Central Asia is unbalanced, with some states finding themselves in a less favorable situation than others. To demonstrate this imbalance, several levels of disparities between two groups of regional statesupstream states with excessive supplies of water, and mid-and downstream states with water shortages-are discussed. It is suggested that the major problem blocking the creation of an effective water-management mechanism in the region is the drastic difference in perception among the involved parties regarding how cooperation should be planned. After analyzing the selected arrangements and agreements on water management in the region, attention is drawn to the weaknesses of institutional frameworks that have prevented fullfledged, constructive regional cooperation over water-related issues. Finally, an effort has been made to suggest what can be done both by the donor community, as exemplified by the Japanese engagement in Uzbekistan, and at the individual country level to alleviate the seriousness of the water deficiency problem. The case of WUA in Uzbekistan is chosen as the case study. The reason for such a selection is two layered: First, Uzbekistan is the largest consumer of water resources in the region because of its large agricultural sector. Second ,
reduction of water losses and increasing water usage efficiency is one of the most important tasks of a government looking to reform its agricultural sector and improve water consumption ethics. Although this chapter focuses on the case of Uzbekistan, a similar project on promotion of WUA formation has also been attempted in Kyrgyzstan, which demonstrated similar advantages and disadvantages of this initiative for CA agricultural producers. Additionally, this case demonstrates the peculiarities of addressing regional problems at the local level for the donor community, as exemplified by the case of Japanese assistance through its "Integrated Water Resources Management; IWRM" program and, in particular, by an aspect related to assistance in building strong WUA.
Geography and Politics of Water in Central Asia

Imbalances in Water Availability: Contributions versus Withdrawals
"Imbalance" is a salient feature that characterizes the present situation concerning water consumption in the CA region. This imbalance is largely predetermined by the geography and demography of the region. Uzbekistan, with a population density of approximately 53 inhabitants per square kilometer, appears to be the largest demographic entity in the basin. The second most densely populated country in the region is Tajikistan, with a population density of 42 inhabitants per square kilometer. Kyrgyzstan has approximately 20 inhabitants per square kilometer, Turkmenistan has 10 per square kilometer, and the least dense is Kazakhstan, which has 8 inhabitants per square kilometer in the basin (Polat, 2002, pp. 142-143) . However, most of the water supply is concentrated in mountainous areas, from which all the major and lesser rivers emanate. Four-fifths of this water network is located in Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan, which have small land areas.
